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effecting the change. The^ application of science, the
product of man's own thougHtTahd activity, to industrial
processes, to medicine, to war, to sociology, is changing
human lite info^ un7^6gmzaBIe^"irewhess'v"""TEe changes
themselves mean that the old ideas of_metaphysics, God,
and destiny, are no longer true. The fact that jaan.himself
makes the cha^g^^nd^can'contfdrthem, means_that the
oldjideas Q? ethicsItreTno longer ethical. The problem of
ethics is for man to choose the best when he is offered
several possibilities.' Now the number of possibilities in
every case has been enormously increased. Further, there
are innumerable cases in which for the first time man has
several possibilities from which to choose^ instead of being
faced with one fixed course: To-morrow there will be still
more possibilities, still fewer fixed cases, A dynamic ethics,
like a dynamic philosophy, is needed. Religion must be not
only modern, to fit a situation which is different to-day from
what it was in the twelfth, or the seventh, century. (This
was the liberals' task.) Religion must be also dynamic, to
fit a situation which is different one minute from what it
will be the next. One can better say that religion to-day
must apply not to a situation at all, but to a process. And
not only must it be fluent, be prepared for changes in that
process, but in so far as it is ethical, it must guide the process,
it must itself determine the changes.
However demanding the new occasions are, however
irrelevant old thinking becomes to them, there is an inevitable
time-lag of the ideas of the generality behind fact. Especially
in religion, innovations however necessary are much resisted.
A pioneer like Iqbat, great enough to. see the need of the
' hour and to meet it, was openly opposed by the old school;
also, his ideas were resisted in the religious minds of even
sympathetic men. His ideas were assimilated partially, were
accepted only with some misconception. And this applies
even to himself. The new religion was radically new,
basically different. Iqbal enunciated it, boldly; but he
himself never really believed it without reservation. The
old traditions with their emotional force were too deeply